NEEV BOOK AWARD 2020 CITATION
PICTURE BOOKS
The Neev Book Award for distinguished children’s literature recognises
outstanding writing that leads to a fuller understanding of Indian lives and
stories -- books that build empathy and resilience, explore conflict, negotiate
identity, and inspire change. This annual award encourages and promotes
Indian children’s literature globally.
Publishers across India submit titles for consideration. An independent jury
uses a rigorous process to establish a shortlist in four categories: Picture
Books, Emerging Readers, Junior Readers, and Young Adult. The criteria
include the quality of writing, interpretation of theme, development of plot,
portrayal of characters, crafting of setting, and the overall presentation of the
book. After months of deliberation, the four books chosen for this award are
those which best voice the evolution of Indian lives and stories.
The 2020 Neev Book Award, in the category of Picture Books, is
presented to The Mountains of Mumbai written by Labanya Ghosh,
illustrated by Pallavi Jain, and published by Karadi Tales.
Friendship can climb any mountain - be it a skyscraper or the peaks that
pepper the landscape of a place we call home. This warm and spectacularly
illustrated picture book speaks to the themes of belonging, friendship, and
optimism. The reader journeys through the city with two friends who connect
the dots showing India’s diversity as well as perspective on a home away
from home.
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NEEV BOOK AWARD 2020 CITATION
EMERGING READERS
The Neev Book Award for distinguished children’s literature recognises
outstanding writing that leads to a fuller understanding of Indian lives and
stories -- books that build empathy and resilience, explore conflict, negotiate
identity, and inspire change. This annual award encourages and promotes
Indian children’s literature globally.
Publishers across India submit titles for consideration. An independent jury
uses a rigorous process to establish a shortlist in four categories: Picture
Books, Emerging Readers, Junior Readers, and Young Adult. The criteria
include the quality of writing, interpretation of theme, development of plot,
portrayal of characters, crafting of setting, and the overall presentation of the
book. After months of deliberation, the four books chosen for this award are
those which best voice the evolution of Indian lives and stories.
The 2020 Neev Book Award, in the category of Emerging Readers, is
presented to Srinivasa Ramanujan: Friend of Numbers written by
Priya Narayanan, illustrated by Satwik Gade, and published by Tulika.
This beautifully narrated work of creative non-fiction follows a young, curious
boy on his journey of mathematical discovery from the small village of Erode to
Cambridge, England. Together with the illustrations, this powerful book is a
rendering of his struggles and successes balanced with facts and figures from
his work and life. The images will especially appeal to emerging readers as
they are introduced to a force to reckon with in the world of mathematics.
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NEEV BOOK AWARD 2020 CITATION
JUNIOR READERS
The Neev Book Award for distinguished children’s literature recognises
outstanding writing that leads to a fuller understanding of Indian lives and
stories -- books that build empathy and resilience, explore conflict, negotiate
identity, and inspire change. This annual award encourages and promotes
Indian children’s literature globally.
Publishers across India submit titles for consideration. An independent jury
uses a rigorous process to establish a shortlist in four categories: Picture
Books, Emerging Readers, Junior Readers, and Young Adult. The criteria
include the quality of writing, interpretation of theme, development of plot,
portrayal of characters, crafting of setting, and the overall presentation of the
book. After months of deliberation, the four books chosen for this award are
those which best voice the evolution of Indian lives and stories.
The 2020 Neev Book Award, in the category of Junior Readers, is
presented to All of Me written by Venita Coelho published by
HarperCollins.
This fast-paced historical adventure unfolds many stories, plots and mysteries
for the reader. It draws on the national imagination and a nation’s hunger for
the return of a historical treasure. It surprises readers with complex and
layered characters with whom the reader grows as the plot develops. Thieves,
magicians, and secrets await and thrill readers on every turn of the page.
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NEEV BOOK AWARD 2020 CITATION
YOUNG ADULT
The Neev Book Award for distinguished children’s literature recognises
outstanding writing that leads to a fuller understanding of Indian lives and
stories -- books that build empathy and resilience, explore conflict, negotiate
identity, and inspire change. This annual award encourages and promotes
Indian children’s literature globally.
Publishers across India submit titles for consideration. An independent jury
uses a rigorous process to establish a shortlist in four categories: Picture
Books, Emerging Readers, Junior Readers, and Young Adult. The criteria
include the quality of writing, interpretation of theme, development of plot,
portrayal of characters, crafting of setting, and the overall presentation of the
book. After months of deliberation, the four books chosen for this award are
those which best voice the evolution of Indian lives and stories.
The 2020 Neev Book Award, in the category of Young Adults, is presented
to The Prince written by Samhita Arni and published by Juggernaut
Books.
An intriguing, fast-paced historical fantasy set in the Sangam period, The
Prince focuses on the storyteller of the Silappadikaram and imaginatively
reconstructs how it came to be written. Young Uthiyan comes face-to-face with
danger, romance and the machinations of conniving courtiers. Turning his back
on fate and disguised as a monk, Uthiyan is forced to choose sides. Mature
readers will be swept up in the adventure and the drama, as well as the power
and politics of self-interest, of another time.
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